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Although castration is one of the most common surgical procedures performed in the horse, it also has several complications, some of them quite serious. The most common complications are swelling at the incision sites or in the prepuce (sheath), and post-operative bleeding. It is normal for an occasional small amount of blood to drip from the incision sites; however, a steady drip or stream of blood is too much. If bleeding persists after surgery, then the incision must be packed with gauze to apply pressure and stop the bleeding. In cases of severe bleeding, the horse usually is anesthetized again, and the offending blood vessel is ligated (tied) to prevent further haemorrhage. 

It is normal and expected for a certain amount of swelling to be present at the castration site. However, severe swelling usually indicates a problem, usually infection. 

· Castration sites need to heal from the inside out. If the outside skin heals first, serum and blood can accumulate in a pocket and the site will become infected. Your veterinarian will treat the infection with antibiotics, and probably will reopen the incision sites for drainage. Sometimes the infection ascends the remaining spermatic cord and surgery needs to be performed to remove the infected tissue. Once this is done, the problem is solved. The incision is once again left open to drain. 

· One of the most serious complications is eventration. This is when a segment of small intestine travels from the abdomen down through the inguinal canal (a small opening that connects the abdomen to the scrotum). In an uncastrated male, this would be called a scrotal hernia. However, in a castrated horse with open castration sites, the intestine can descend through the open incisions and disaster can result. 

This is a life-threatening emergency–the first sign of intestine (or anything else) protruding from the castration site should alert you to call the veterinarian immediately. Emergency surgery must be per-formed to return the intestine to the abdomen and close the opening to the inguinal canal. 

· The horse’s omentum, which is a fatty yellow tissue that surrounds some of the abdominal organs, also can protrude through the open incisions. This is called omental eventration. If this happens, the offending omentum will be removed via an emasculator, but this is not life-threatening like intestinal eventration because the omentum will block the inguinal canal and prevent the intestine from coming through.
