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Analgesic therapy 
	NSAIDS
The most common analgesic medications used in horses with 
abdominal pain are the nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), 
alpha-2 agonists, and opioids.

Flunixin meglumine appears to have the superior inhibitory effect on visceral pain; however, ketoprofen (2.2 mg/kg, IV once daily) also apparently is useful to control abdominal pain. The recommended dose of flunixin meglumine is 1.1 mg/kg IV or IM once or twice daily. It is important to remember if a horse does not respond to the first dose of flunixin meglumine it is not likely to respond to multiple doses. Lower doses of flunixin meglumine can be used for their anti-inflammatory effects and to ameliorate the effects of endotoxin.  Dosages of 0.25 to 0.5 mg/kg are administered IV every 6-8 hours.
	Alpha-2 agonists[image: Image result for xylazine horse]

The alpha-2 agonists commonly used in horses with abdominal pain include xylazine and detomidine. 
Xylazine is commonly used in horses to control moderate to marked abdominal pain for relatively short periods (20-30 minutes). This may be helpful when passing a nasogastric tube or performing a rectal examination. The heart rate should be evaluated prior to administering these drugs because of their bradycardic effect. 
Xylazine is often administered at a dose of 0.2 to 0.5 mg/kg IV, which will provide potent analgesia for 20-30 minutes or 0.6 to 1.0 mg/kg IM, which will prolong the analgesic effects for approximately 1-2 hours. The dose of detomidine is approximately 0.01-0.02 mg/kg IV or IM.  
Detomidine is an alpha-2 agonist with more potent analgesic effects than xylazine. The alpha-2 agonists can have inhibitory effects on gastrointestinal motility, which can be deleterious in horses being treated for intestinal impactions.
Butorphanol tartrate is an opiate agonist-antagonist that is useful in providing analgesia for horses with moderate to marked abdominal pain. It is most often administered (0.01-0.02 mg/kg, IV) in combination with xylazine (as it can result in excitement IV if administered alone) or by itself (0.02 to 0.1 mg/kg, IM). It is frequently combined with ab alpha-2 agonist to produce a more prolonged period of analgesia. 
Other ways to reduce pain
Passing a nasogastric tube may remove any fluid that has accumulated in the stomach because of an obstruction of the small intestine. The removal of this fluid not only relieves pain from gastric distension but also prevents rupture of the stomach. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Horses with displacement of the colon over the renosplenic ligament (i.e., left dorsal displacement of the colon) may benefit from administration of phenylephrine. 
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