
Nerve innervation of the eye 
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MUSCLE INNERVATION ACTION 

Superior (dorsal) rectus Oculomotor (CN III) Elevates globe 

Inferior (ventral) rectus Oculomotor (CN III) Depresses globe 

Medial rectus Oculomotor (CN III) Turns globe nasally 

Lateral rectus Abducens (CN VI) Turns globe temporally 

Superior (dorsal) oblique Trochlear (CN IV) Intorts globe (rotates 12 
o’clock position nasally) 

Inferior (ventral) oblique Oculomotor (CN III) Extorts globe (rotates 12 
o’clock position 
temporally) 

Retractor bulbi Abducens (CN VI) Retracts globe 

Levator superioris Oculomotor (CN III) Elevates upper lid 


