Patient Preparation

Patient Evaluation
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A distance exam followed by a physical exam should be done. Information recorded should include the body condition scoring of the calf, temperature and respiration rate. Any abnormalities should be noted and the weight estimated to ensure proper volumes of drug can be administered.

Preparation of Injection Site

Clean instruments as well as needles and syringes should be used to administer all drugs. 
Aseptic preparation involves removing excess hair on the animal by clipping or using a scalpel. The hair is removed from the poll, the base of the ears and the face as far as the eyes. The ears can be wrapped with adhesive tape and are pulled out of the way.
No clipping is needed if the area is relatively clean or the hair is short. Wiping can possibly loosen debris and bacteria on the surface of the skin which can lead to subcutaneous abscesses.

