             [image: image1.wmf]                 
 



               [image: image2.wmf]
Instructional Design

9th Grade Poetry Terms

Jennifer Ghesquire

EDTL 7100 Summer 2009

           [image: image3.wmf]                                                                                                 [image: image4.wmf]
Rationale

In a nation focused on standardized testing, teaching in context can be more difficult than ever.  The need for teachers to make lessons relevant has become even more crucial in a world that is quickly becoming consumed with technological distractions.  While focusing on testing and the economy, many programs and many pieces of the curriculum have been cut.  One of the first units to be pared down in a Language Arts classroom is poetry.  While poetry has been regarded as a worthwhile endeavor over the years, teachers might choose to focus elsewhere in order to improve test scores.  Ironically, poetry is one of the best ways to bring context and improved literacy into the classroom.  

In a recent article about context and the value of culture in the classroom, several countries found that poetry was actually the best way to develop higher end thinking skills in literature and beyond.  As Hughes (2007) stated, “Canadian schools have found that poetry — which is often among the first casualties of test prep — is a documented best practice not only for teaching literacy but also for helping students develop critical thinking and analytical perspectives (as cited in Reeves, 2009). 
There is further research into the idea that poetry is a powerful resource for students and teachers and the most regrettable idea is that teachers would avoid the study of poetry in its entirety or pass on a common thought that poetry is not enjoyable.  In an article about the link between poetry and improved metacognition and, thus higher test scores, Holbrook (2005) wrote, “Literature—and poetry in particular—can package language in forms that are both “concise and precise” with the potential or sharpening oral communication, building vocabulary, facilitating closer readings of texts, and improving writing skills. A good poem also has the power to engage readers on a more personal level” (as cited in Eva-Wodd, 2008).  The implications of this idea prove poetry’s important existence on its own, but also as a connection to other elements in a successful Language Arts curriculum, including standardized testing.


This poetry terms subunit focuses on the idea that poetry should be used to its full potential as part of a complete Language Arts curriculum and should be contextualized for student success and retention. Poetry can bridge the gap between the disconnect of the classroom and the student.   It can be the link between context and standardized testing. The lessons follow the Basic format.

In order to make this unit contextual to the students, the four lessons incorporate methods and strategies that are applicable for students.    Poetry terms are not inherently pertinent to students, therefore the lessons include the Multiple Intelligences, music, and taking note of everyday terms occurrences outside class.

This unit begins with a kwhl chart as a pre-assessment.  The chart was slightly modified by me to fit the unit and to be as relevant to the goal as possible.  Students will be instructed to fill out the chart in order for the teacher to understand the students’ prior knowledge of poetry terms and will help to guide the unit.  After the pre-assessment, the teacher will have a better awareness of what the students know and what they still have left to learn.  
The post assessment requires students to edit and explain a list of times they noted the use of poetry terms in their life.  Students will carry a notebook with them during their daily activities and write down notes about times they hear/ see/ use poetry terms.  This assessment will help the teacher to see that students really are in tune with the world around them and will show that students understand relevant examples of the terms.  It will help students to understand that poetry terms are all around them and not just useful to poetry.  Students will become more aware of how and why the world uses the same devices as poetry.  Students will also be ready to move on to future units of literature where some of the same terms are used.
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Unit Intended Learning Outcomes -Terms
· Students will identify the speaker and tone and compare various types of diction. 

(application, comprehension)

· Students will recognize and label the structure of various poems.

(knowledge)

· Students will locate and develop stanzas and couplets.

(knowledge, application)

· Students will recognize and create similes and metaphors.

(knowledge, synthesis)

· Students will find and discuss examples of personification.

(knowledge, synthesis)
· Students will explain what meter and rhyme are and develop poems with appropriate meter and rhyme.

(comprehension, application)
· Students will identify imagery and onomatopoeia and discuss the relationships between the two.

(application, analysis, synthesis)
· Students will formulate a poem with varying types of alliteration.

(synthesis)
· Students will explain allusion and decide how it affects the theme.

(comprehension, evaluation)
· Students will identify and justify the importance of irony.
(application, evaluation)
Pre-Assessment

K-W-H-L Chart – Poetry Terms
Use this chart to help you organize your thoughts about poetry terms. Fill in this chart with NOTES and IDEAS, rather than complete sentences. Use this sheet to help you think through poetry terms. The terms we will study are:

Onomatopoeia, imagery, alliteration, simile, allusion, irony, metaphor, structure, personification, speaker, couplets, stanza, diction, tone, rhyme, meter
	K

What I Know  (or…What do you think you know?)  
	W

What I Want to Know 
	H

How will I find information? (Which resources, web pages, texts, etc.)
	L

What I Learned

	
	
	
	


Lesson Plan 1
Learner Outcomes
· Students will recall the terms used in poetry (knowledge)

· Students will define poetry terms (knowledge)
· Students will construct posters using poetry terms (application)

· Students will decide which illustration to use (evaluation)

· Students will defend their posters (evaluation)
Time Period

· One class period

Materials

· SmartBoard

· Poetry terms notes

· Poster Paper (tear off sheets of butcher paper from a roll)

· Markers, colored pencils, crayons

· Rulers/stencils (optional)
· Tape/ other wall adhesive (to hang posters when finished)

Procedure

1. Introductory Activity
· Ask students how many terms they can recall from the previous day’s lesson of poetry terms and write them on the board as a class. Today’s lesson will focus on poetry terms and you will create posters to hang on the wall.

· Ask students questions to help them remember any terms they forgot

2.
Development Activity
· Explain to students they will be making two posters with one other student.  Each poster will include one poetry term, its definition, and an illustration. 

· Choose one term and use it to construct an example as a class on the smartboard. 

· Students will select a partner. 

· One person will get the poster paper and see the teacher to draw for the pair’s two terms while the other will get the art supplies.

· Students will begin working to create the poster.

· Teacher will circulate around the room to make sure students are working diligently and correctly
Key Questions
· Why is it so important to know these terms before we read poetry?

· How can the knowledge of poetry terms help us in the future besides just to read poetry?
· Have you seen/heard any of these terms used in your everyday life now that you have been studying them?
Summary/ Closure/ Evaluation

When students finish their posters, they will present them to the class.  Each pair of students will come to the front of the class to show what has been accomplished.  The pairs will reiterate the terms and definitions and explain the illustration.  Students will hang the posters on the wall in an area designated by the teacher.  
With student involvement, the teacher will recapitulate the day’s lesson, including the key questions. 

Students will be evaluated based on the poster elements.  Five points each will be earned for correct spelling of the term, a correct and thorough definition, an illustration that makes sense, an exciting presentation, and staying on task during the group work.
Lesson Plan 2

Learner Outcomes

· Students will list several examples of onomatopoeia (knowledge)

· Students will choose which onomatopoeia words to use and create drawings to go with the words (knowledge and synthesis)
Time Period

· One class

Materials

· Legal size paper

· Rulers

· Pens/pencils/markers/colored pencils/crayons

Procedure

1. Introductory Activity   

· We will look at the poetry terms posters we made and the teacher will explain that we are going to take each term and do an activity with each one separately.

· Today we are going to look at onomatopoeia more closely so we will revisit the onomatopoeia poster to review the definition and brainstorm some example words

2.
Development Activity

· Students will retrieve a sheet of paper and separate it into 6 squares with a writing instrument

· Students will create an illustrated comic strip that uses at least five different examples of onomatopoeia

Key Questions

· Why is onomatopoeia so important to writing/ studying poetry?
Summary/ Closure/ Evaluation

Students and teacher will recapitulate the lesson.

Students should think about the role onomatopoeia plays in literature and how everyday noises can be turned into onomatopoeia.
Students will be evaluated on their correct use of the words with their correspondence to the drawings.
Lesson Plans 3 and 4
Learner Outcomes
· Students will choose a song to analyze (knowledge)
· Students will analyze a song to find poetry terms (analysis)

Time Period

Two class periods

Materials

· SmartBoard
· Ipod (or mp3 player/cd and cd player)
· copies of song lyrics separated into groups of three 
Procedure

Pre lesson - A few days prior to the lesson, each student selects songs he wants to be contenders for the class to analyze and brings in copies of the lyrics for the teacher. Each student has to have 1 song approved by the teacher before the lesson. The teacher makes copies for the class, loads them onto the smartboard, and uploads them onto her ipod to play for the class.  The teacher also needs to arrange each student into a group of three and arrange the copies of each group’s three songs so they are stapled together in corresponding groups of three.
Day One
1. Introductory Activity

· Teacher asks students to recall the posters they made yesterday and asks students to think about how poetry can relate to music.

· After an appropriate time to think, teacher asks students to raise their hands and call out some ideas about that relationship and a student volunteer writes them on the board.
· Teacher tells students they will work on analyzing songs to find elements of poetry/poetry terms within each song.

· Students assemble into groups of three which have been pre-selected by the teacher.  

· Each group receives a copy of the song lyrics submitted by its members

· Teacher choose one of the songs not being used and provides an example for the class

· Teacher posts instructions on the board and goes over each step with the class.
· Students summarize the directions so it’s clear everyone understands 

2.
Development Activity

· Students begin working on analysis

· Teacher circulates around the room to answer questions, provide guidance, and monitor progression
Day 2

1. Introductory Activity

· Teacher will ask the students recall what they did the day before.
· Teacher will remind students they will present their work today

· Teacher will instruct students to get their analysis materials from the folder and return to their groups.

2. Development Activity

· Students will put finishing touches on their analyses and plan for their presentation. 
· Groups will come to front one at a time. Teacher will play the song and display the lyrics on the SmartBoard.  Each member of the group will contribute to present their findings to the class.
Key Questions

· What does it mean to you that you could find poetry terms in a song?
· What conclusion can you draw about the relationship between music and poetry?
Summary/ Closure/ Evaluation

Day 1

When there are approximately 7 minutes left the teacher instructs the students to have one group member bring all the group’s materials up to put into the class folder for the day and to reassemble the desks for class.  
Teacher recapitulates the lesson today and asks the students to write on a piece of paper what they learned today.  (This will be their exit ticket when the bell rings.)

Evaluation for this lesson will consist of teacher observations while she circulates the room.  These notes from today will be factored into the final grade for this lesson ending tomorrow.

Day 2

Teacher and students will recapitulate what was accomplished today.  Students and teacher will discuss how music and poetry relate.  

Evaluation for this lesson is based on completion of the analysis with sensible answers. (answers can be explained with valid rationale and they make sense)
Poetry Terms/ Song Analysis 
Your Name_______________________________
Names of other two group members______________________________

Please choose a song from the three songs your group originally submitted and find as many examples of poetry terms in it. (note: The teacher has selected the three songs from which you have to choose due to their awesome use of poetic terms…good for you, but now you have to find them too.)
Write and label the examples on this sheet.

Post Assessment
Poetry Terms in everyday life - Notebook assignment
Students have been working on keeping a notebook throughout this unit to keep note of every time they hear/ see/ use any of the poetry terms outside Language Arts class.  For the post assessment, students will compile the notes in the notebook into a bullet point list.  Students will elaborate on every occurrence in order to make it more meaningful and understandable as to why it was included.

We will also revisit the KWHL chart and fill in the “L.” 
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