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In order to develop a successful plan for reducing lameness in a herd, first identify the problem by evaluating the herd for lameness.
Locomotion scoring can be a useful tool. It evaluates cows on a scale of 1 to 5 during both standing and walking. This method is easy to use and provides a reliable estimate of hoof health.
Scoring should be done on a flat surface and, for more effective results, done once monthly and by the same person each time.


[image: ]
image1.png
C (Y @ extension.umn.edu/dairy-animal-health-and-comfort/prevention-and-treatment-lameness-dairy-cattle

Locomotion scoring can be a useful tool.

It evaluates cows on a scale of 1 to 5 during

both standing and walking. This method is easy to use and provides a reliable estimate of hoof health.

Scoring should be done on a flat surface and, for more effective results, done once monthly and by the

same person each time.

1 Normal

2 Mildly lame

3 Moderately
lame

4 Lame

5 Severely
lame

B 1279190281Nuffiel..pd A

H P Type here to search

Stands and walks with a level back. Makes long confident strides.
Stands with a flat back, but arches when walks. Gait is slightly abnormal.

Stands and walks with arched back and short strides with one or more legs. Slight
sinking of dew~claws in limb opposite to the affected limb may be evident.

Arched back standing and walking. Favoring one or more limbs but can still bear some
weight on them. Sinking of the dew~claws is evident in the limb opposite to the
affected limb.

Pronounced arching of the back. Reluctant to move, with almost complete weight
transfer off the affected limbs.

B animals-10-01515pdf A B Tumer and Mcllwr...pdf A B 1339-Article Text-9...pdf

Feedback




