Supernumerary Teat Removal
Indications:
· Supernumerary teat removal is indicated where there are extra teats present which may become cumbersome during milking.
· Supernumerary teats are the most common congenital abnormality which is likely heritable in dairy cattle. It is defined as any teat that is in excess of the normal number of teats. These teats tend to be caudal and small however sometimes they are attached to the normal teat.
· NB. The removal must be performed when the animal is between one to nine months of age and must never be performed within one month of parturition as mastitis, oedema and infection could occur.

SIMPLE SUPERNUMERARY REMOVAL
PROCEDURE
Once the simple supernumerary teat is carefully identified:
· The extra teat can be clamped with carmalt forceps and resected using surgical scissors in very young calves. The wound can then be left to heal be secondary intention.
· In older calves, a small Burdizzo (emasculatome) can be utilized to crush the tissues.
The extra teat is then resected utilizing a scalpel blade following crushing.
The tissue is sutured close utilizing a simple interrupted pattern if the wound edges are separated.
However, cauterization of the cut surface can be done to close the wound.

CONJOINED SUPERNUMERARY REMOVAL WITH COMMON GLAND
PROCEDURE
· Following routine preparation, the supernumerary teat is excised using a scalpel blade. An incision should be made all the way back to the end of the duct of the teat.
· Identify the duct that leads to the supernumerary conjoined teat and the duct that leads to the teat cistern. Then combine both ducts to facilitate the easy flowing of milk from one into the next.
· Close the wound using the three layer closure method.
