REPLACEMENT AND PURSE-STRING SUTURE
This technique is indicated for treatment of salvageable rectal prolapse. The tissue is still fresh and the prolapse is replaced, suturing around the anus leaving an opening of approximately ¾ inch (1-2 finger width) to enable defecation.
Management of rectal prolapses include elimination of pre-disposing factors such as soothing of irritated mucosa, elimination of straining and restoring the prolapse.  Untreated prolapses become edematous, hemorrhagic and finally necrotic, without intervention there is a risk of peritonitis and death.
Technique:
· After caudal epidural is performed, the mucosa is cleaned and reduced by topically application of hyperosmotic sugar solution (50%dextrose, 70%mannitol).
· Lidocaine jelly or lubricant is used to gently massage the prolapse to help manipulate the tissue back into its normal position.
· A purse-string suture is applies to the perirectal tissue with 0.2 to 0.5cm umbilical tape.
· The suture is passed in and out through the skin around the anal opening at a distance of 2-4cm from the anus.
· An opening is left when typing the purse-string suture so that defecation is possible.
· The rectal opening is tightened to 1-2 finger width to prevent the reoccurrence of the prolapse while allowing passage of fecal material.
· The purse-string suture is removed within one week after placement to reduce fecal contamination and the severity of suture tract infection.
· If straining reoccurs, the caudal epidural can be repeated.
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PURSE-STRING SUTURE

A purse-string suture is
a continuous stitch
paralleling the edges

of a circular wound.

* This is commonly used to close circular
‘wounds, such as heria or an
appendiceal stump





